
CVD/S5/21/6/A

 
COVID-19 COMMITTEE
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Thursday 18 February 2021

 
The Committee will meet at 9.30 am in a virtual meeting and broadcast on
www.scottishparliament.tv.
 
1. Citizens' Panel: The Committee will take evidence from—
 

Jo Eismont, Neil Hunter, Allan Perris, Roland Reid, and Christine Watkins,
Citizens' Panel.
 

2. Ministerial statement: Covid-19; and Subordinate legislation: The
Committee  will  take  evidence  on  the  latest  Ministerial  statement  on  Covid-19;
and  the  Personal  Protective  Equipment  (Temporary  Arrangements)
(Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2021 (SSI 2021/50) from—

 
Michael Russell, Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, Europe and
External Affairs, and Professor Jason Leitch, National Clinical Director,
Scottish Government.
 

3. Subordinate legislation: Michael  Russell,  Cabinet  Secretary  for  the
Constitution, Europe and External Affairs to move— 

 
S5M-24115—  That  the  COVID-19  Committee  recommends  that  the
Personal  Protective  Equipment  (Temporary  Arrangements)  (Coronavirus)
(Scotland) Regulations 2021 (SSI 2021/50) be approved.
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Clerk to the COVID-19 Committee
Room T3.60

The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh

Tel: 0131 348 5215
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Covid-19 Committee 
 

6th Meeting, 2021 (Session 5), Thursday 18 February 2021 
 

Covid-19: Citizens’ panel 
 
Introduction 
 
1. At this meeting, the Committee will take evidence from the following witnesses 

representing the Citizens’ Panel under agenda item 1― 
 

• Jo Eismont 
• Neil Hunter  
• Allan Perris 
• Roland Reid  
• Christine (‘Chris’) Watkins 

 
2. The purpose of the evidence session under agenda item 1 is to hear from 5 

members of the Covid-19: Citizens’ Panel about the Panel’s recommendations. 
  

Background 
 

3. At its meeting on 26 November 2020, the Committee agreed to convene a citizens’ 
panel in January 2021. As a result, the Covid-19: Citizens’ Panel was established 
to discuss and respond to the following question―  
 

“What priorities should shape the Scottish Government's approach to COVID-
19 restrictions and strategy in 2021?” 

 
4. The panel comprised of 19 individuals who were broadly representative of 

Scotland’s population. The panel met virtually over four Saturdays in January and 
February 2021 and their report is due to be published on Wednesday, 17 
February. 
 

5. The participants heard from a wide range of experts to consider evidence and 
ideas that were relevant to answering the question above. The topics covered 
included― 

 
• Introduction to critical thinking and weighing-up evidence: Presentation 

by Dr Oliver Escobar, University of Edinburgh 
• What is Covid-19? Presentation by Prof. Raj Bhopal, Emeritus 

Professor, University of Edinburgh 
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• The Scottish Government's Response to Covid-19: Presentation by Prof. 
Jason Leith, National Clinical Director, Scottish Government 

• The Covid-19 vaccines and rollout: Presentation by Prof. Eleanor Riley, 
University of Edinburgh 

• Introduction to politics and policy-making: Presentation by Prof. Paul 
Cairney, University of Stirling 

• Introduction to public behaviour: Presentation by Prof. Stephen Reicher, 
University of St Andrews 

• Introduction to the use of modelling in decision-making: Presentation by 
Dr Abigail Colson, University of Strathclyde 

• Introduction to political philosophy in public attitudes to risk and 
compliance: Presentation by Dr Dominic Smith, University of Dundee 

• Strategies to respond to Covid-19: Presentation by Professor Devi 
Sridhar, University of Edinburgh  

 
6. Further information, including the programme for the sittings and a video recording  

of the speakers’ presentations, can be found on the Committee’s webpage.  
 

7. The Citizens’ Panel report will be published on Thursday, 18 February on the 
Committee’s webpage.   

 
 

Committee Clerks  
16 February 2021 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/116947.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/116947.aspx
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Covid-19 Committee 
 

6th Meeting, 2021 (Session 5), Thursday 18 February 2021 
 

Ministerial Statement: Covid-19; and Subordinate Legislation 
 
 

Introduction 
 
1. Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, Europe and External Affairs (‘the Cabinet 
Secretary’), Michael Russell MSP and Professor Jason Leitch, National Clinical 
Director for the Scottish Government, will give evidence under agenda item 2.  
 
2. The Committee will take evidence on the policy announcements arising from the 
latest Ministerial statement on Covid-19, which is scheduled to take place on 16 
February 2021, under this agenda item.   

 
3. The Committee will also take evidence on the following subordination legislation 
under agenda item 2, before it considers the corresponding motion, under agenda item 
3― 

 
• The Personal Protective Equipment (Temporary Arrangements) (Coronavirus) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2021 (SSI 2021/50) (from here on referred to as ‘SSI 
2021/50 – Personal Protective Equipment’)  
 

Ministerial statement on COVID-19: Tuesday, 16 February 2021 
 
4. On 23 October 2020, the Scottish Government published the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): Scotland's Strategic Framework, which came into effect on 2 November 
2020. The Scottish Government reviews the latest guidance under the Strategic 
Framework on a weekly basis. Following the review, any changes to the guidance are 
published on the Scottish Government’s Coronavirus (COVID-19): protection levels - 
reviews and evidence webpages. 
 
Weekly SPICe Covid-19 Update 

 
5. SPICe produces a weekly briefing entitled ‘Weekly SPICe Covid-19 Update’ (see 
Paper 4). This provides Members with links to the latest guidance and supporting 
information published by the Scottish Government, in addition to a selection of 
websites providing information on wider health and social and economic indicators in 
Scotland.   
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/50/made/data.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/50/made/data.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels-reviews-and-evidence/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels-reviews-and-evidence/
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Subordinate Legislation 
 
Policy Background: SSI 2021/50 – Personal Protective Equipment 
 
6. SSI 2021/50 – Personal Protective Equipment was laid on 28 January 2021 and 
came into force on 1 February 2021. A copy of the SSI and policy note is provided in 
Annexe A to this paper. According to the policy note, the purpose of the instrument is 
as follows―  
 

“These Regulations are made in order to implement temporary regulatory 
arrangements to facilitate the production and supply of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) during the Covid-19 pandemic. The Regulations are made 
for the purpose of increasing the availability of PPE and reducing the public 
health risks posed by the incidence and spread of severe acute respiratory 
syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). 
 
These arrangements modify the effect of Regulation (EU) 2016/425 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on personal protective equipment and 
repealing Council Directive 89/686/EEC (“the PPE Regulation”) (as it has been 
amended and retained in UK law) and the effect of offences under the Personal 
Protective Equipment (Enforcement) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/390) (“the 
2018 Regulations”). 
 
Temporary arrangements were adopted in March 2020 following European 
Commission Recommendation 2020/403. The Recommendation did not carry 
over in to domestic law in Great Britain on implementation period completion 
day (31 December 2020), so these Regulations are being made to continue 
with the easements for a temporary period. These Regulations therefore make 
specific provision for temporary arrangements, modifying the effect of the PPE 
Regulation (as it has been amended and retained in UK law) and the effect of 
offences under the 2018 Regulations. 
 
These temporary arrangements ease the regulatory requirements for 
conformity assessment for certain categories of PPE while maintaining process 
to ensure essential safety, for a limited time in order to increase the supply of 
essential Covid-19 related PPE on the UK market and for healthcare or 
specified health and care sector frontline workers. The easements are time 
limited, in that they require a Health and Safety Executive (HSE) assessment 
by specified dates.” 

 
7. The Scottish Government has not provided any associated impact assessments 
to accompany SSI 2021/50 – Personal Protective Equipment. 

 
8. A SPICe briefing providing further information on SSI 2021/50 – Personal 
Protective Equipment is included in the meeting pack as a private briefing (see Paper 
5).  
 
  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/50/pdfs/ssipn_20210050_en.pdf
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Parliamentary Procedure  
  
9. SSI 2021/50 – Personal Protective Equipment is subject to the made affirmative 
procedure.  

 
Made affirmative instruments  
 
10. The Coronavirus Act 2020 gives the Scottish Government emergency powers to 
lay regulations for ‘health protection’ measures, which can come into effect 
immediately. The measures introduced using this procedure can remain in force for 
28 days without parliamentary approval. If the Scottish Government intends for the 
measures to be in force for longer than 28 days, parliamentary approval is required 
and must be obtained within the initial 28-day period.   
 
11. This is explained in detail in the policy note for each made affirmative SSI, which 
states that the regulations are made “in exercise of the power conferred by paragraph 
1(1) of schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020. The instrument is subject to the made 
affirmative procedure by virtue of paragraph 6(3) of schedule 19 of the Act.” This 
provides that if Scottish Ministers consider that regulations need to be made urgently—  

 
“the regulations (the “emergency regulations”)—  
 
(a) must be laid before the Scottish Parliament; and  
 
(b) cease to have effect on the expiry of the period of 28 days beginning with 
the date on which the regulations were made unless, before the expiry of that 
period, the regulations have been approved by a resolution of the Parliament.”   

 
Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee (‘DPLR’) Consideration 
 
12. The DPLR Committee will consider SSI 2021/50 – Personal Protective 
Equipment at its meeting on 9 February 2021. Should the DPLR Committee have any 
points to raise, these will be highlighted to the Committee in advance of its meeting. 
 
Subordinate Legislation (Motion S5M-24115) 
 
13. Under agenda item 3, the Cabinet Secretary will be invited to move the following 
motion― 

 
• S5M-24115: That the COVID-19 Committee recommends that the Personal 

Protective Equipment (Temporary Arrangements) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2021 (SSI 2021/50) be approved. 

 
Next steps 
 
14. The Committee will publish a report setting out its consideration of the motion 
under agenda item 3 in due course. 
 

Committee Clerks  
16 February 2021 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-24115&ResultsPerPage=10
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Regulations made by the Scottish Ministers and laid before the Scottish Parliament under paragraph
6(3) of schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020 for approval by resolution of the Scottish Parliament
within 28 days beginning with the day on which the Regulations were made, not taking into account
any period of dissolution or recess for more than 4 days.

SCOTTISH STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2021 No. 50

PUBLIC HEALTH

The Personal Protective Equipment (Temporary
Arrangements) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2021

Made       -      -      -      -
at 11.23 a.m. on 28th

January 2021
Laid before the Scottish
Parliament       -      -      -      -

at 2.30 p.m. on 28th
January 2021

Coming into force       -      - 1st February 2021

The Scottish Ministers make the following Regulations in exercise of the powers conferred by
paragraph 1(1) of schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020(1) (“the Act”) and all other powers
enabling them to do so.
These Regulations are made in response to the serious and imminent threat to public health which
is posed by the incidence and spread of coronavirus in Scotland.
The Scottish Ministers consider that the restrictions and requirements imposed by these Regulations
are proportionate to what they seek to achieve, which is a public health response to that threat.
In accordance with paragraph 6(2) and (3) of schedule 19 of the Act, the Scottish Ministers are of the
opinion that, by reason of urgency, it is necessary to make these Regulations without a draft having
been laid before, and approved by, resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

Citation, commencement, application and interpretation

1.—(1)  These Regulations may be cited as the Personal Protective Equipment (Temporary
Arrangements) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2021 and come into force on 1 February 2021.

(2) These Regulations apply in Scotland.
(3) In these Regulations—

“the 2018 Regulations” means the Personal Protective Equipment (Enforcement) Regulations
2018(2),

(1) 2020 c.7.
(2) S.I. 2018/390, as relevantly amended, with effect from IP completion day, by S.I. 2019/696.
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“Covid PPE” means PPE that—
(a) is necessary for protection against the coronavirus disease, and
(b) requires conformity assessment by an approved body in accordance with Article 19 of

the PPE Regulation,
“CE marking” has the meaning given to it in Article 3(18) of Regulation (EU) 2016/425 of
the European Parliament and of the Council on personal protective equipment and repealing
Council Directive 89/686/EEC(3) (as it has effect in EU law),
“EHSR” means the essential health and safety requirements applicable to the Covid PPE as
set out in Annex 2 to the PPE Regulation,
“the HSE” means the Health and Safety Executive(4),
“notified body” means a conformity assessment body that is not an approved body, that has
been assigned an identification number under Article 29 of Regulation 2016/425 (as it has
effect in EU law),
“the PPE Regulation” means Regulation (EU) 2016/425 of the European Parliament and of the
Council on personal protective equipment and repealing Council Directive 89/686/EEC(5).

(4)  Expressions in these Regulations which are not defined in paragraph (3) and which appear in
the PPE Regulation have the same meaning in these Regulations as they have in the PPE Regulation.

Temporary arrangements for the making available of Covid PPE

2.—(1)  This regulation applies to Covid PPE only.
(2)  Notwithstanding the requirements of Articles 8(2), 10(2) and 11(2) of the PPE Regulation,

where the conditions set out in paragraph (3) are met, Covid PPE may be made available on the
market by a relevant economic operator before—

(a) the applicable conformity assessment procedure has been carried out, and
(b) the UK marking has been affixed.

(3)  The conditions referred to in paragraph (2) are that before an economic operator makes the
Covid PPE available—

(a) the Covid PPE has been submitted for conformity assessment to an approved body, and
(b) after the Covid PPE has been submitted to an approved body, the HSE—

(i) has assessed the Covid PPE as compliant with the EHSR relevant to the assessment
process, and

(ii) has notified an economic operator at any time before 1 April 2021 of the assessment
that the Covid PPE is compliant with the EHSR against which it has been assessed.

(4)  Where an economic operator relies on regulation 2A of the 2018 Regulations and submits
Covid PPE to a notified body, a reference in this regulation to—

(a) the UK marking is to be read as a reference to the CE marking,
(b) an approved body is to be read as a reference to a notified body.

Temporary arrangements for the making available of Covid PPE for healthcare and other
frontline workers

3.—(1)  This regulation applies to Covid PPE only.

(3) OJ L 81, 31.3.2016, p.51.
(4) The HSE was established by section 10 of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 (c.37).
(5) EUR 2016/425, as amended with effect from IP completion day by S.I. 2019/696. S.I. 2019/696 was amended by S.I.

2019/1246 and S.I. 2020/852.
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(2)  Notwithstanding the requirements of Articles 8(2), 10(2) and 11(2) of the PPE Regulation,
where the conditions set out in paragraph (3) are met, Covid PPE may be made available by a relevant
economic operator for the use of healthcare and other frontline workers, without—

(a) the applicable conformity assessment procedure having been carried out, and
(b) the UK marking having been affixed.

(3)  The conditions referred to in paragraph (2) are that before an economic operator makes the
Covid PPE available—

(a) the Covid PPE has been purchased by the Scottish Ministers or a health service body for
use in the health service or other frontline services, and

(b) the HSE—
(i) has assessed the Covid PPE as compliant with the EHSR relevant to the assessment

process, and
(ii) has notified an economic operator at any time before 1 July 2021 of the assessment

that the Covid PPE is compliant with the EHSR against which it has been assessed.
(4)  In this regulation—

“healthcare worker” means an individual working as part of the health service continued under
section 1(1) of the National Health Service (Scotland) Act 1978(6),
“a health service body” means a body listed in section 17A(2)(a) to (e) of the National Health
Service (Scotland) Act 1978(7),
“other frontline services” means the provision of social care and community or residential drug
and alcohol services,
“other frontline workers” means any individual working in other frontline services,
“social care” includes all forms of personal care and other practical assistance provided for
individuals who are by reason of age, illness, disability, pregnancy, childbirth, dependence on
alcohol or drugs, or any other similar circumstances, are in need of such care or other assistance.

Enforcement

4.—(1)  Where an economic operator has made Covid PPE available in reliance on regulations 2 or
3, the economic operator will not be treated as having contravened the requirements and obligations
set out in Articles 8(2), 10(2) or 11(2) of the PPE Regulation for the purposes of regulation 7(1) of
the 2018 Regulations if—

(a) the applicable conformity assessment procedure has not been completed in relation to the
Covid PPE, or

(b) the UK marking has not been affixed to the Covid PPE.
(2)  Paragraph (3) applies where an economic operator has made Covid PPE available in reliance

on regulation 3 and—
(a) the applicable conformity assessment procedure has not been completed in relation to the

Covid PPE, or
(b) the Covid PPE does not bear the UK marking.

(3)  Where this paragraph apples, a failure by an economic operator to take the action required
under Article 41(1)(b), (c) and (d) of the PPE Regulation will not be treated as non-compliance with

(6) 1978 c.29.
(7) Section 17A is relevantly amended by paragraph 46(a)(i) of schedule 4, and schedule 5, of the Health Act 1999 (c.8), paragraph

8 of schedule 17 of the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 (asp 8), and paragraph 2(3)(a) of schedule 21 of the
Health and Social Care Act 2012 (c.7).
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the PPE Regulation and the economic operator will not be guilty of an offence for the purposes of
regulation 7(3) of the 2018 Regulations.

(4)  Where PPE has been assessed by the HSE before IP completion day, pursuant to the
Commission Recommendation (EU) 2020/403 of 13 March 2020 on conformity assessment and
market surveillance procedures within the context of the COVID-19 threat(8), these Regulations do
not affect the validity of that HSE assessment.

St Andrew’s House,
Edinburgh
At 11.23 a.m. on 28th January 2021

JEANE FREEMAN
A member of the Scottish Government

(8) OJ L 79I, 16.3.2020, p.1.
4
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations are made by the Scottish Ministers in exercise of the powers conferred by
paragraph 1 of schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020. The Regulations are made in order to
implement temporary arrangements to facilitate the production and supply of PPE necessary for
use during the COVID-19 crisis. These arrangements are similar to the proposals in the European
Commission’s Recommendation 2020/403 of 13 March 2020 on conformity assessment and market
surveillance procedures within the context of the COVID-19 threat.
Regulation 2 permits PPE to be placed on the market while it is undergoing conformity assessment
procedures but before these have been completed and before any conformity marking has been
affixed.
Regulation 3 permits PPE to be procured without undergoing conformity assessment procedures
and without any conformity marking being affixed but this PPE must only be made available to
healthcare workers and other frontline workers.
In both cases, the PPE must have been assessed by the HSE and found to be compliant with the
relevant elements of the essential health and safety requirements in Annex 2 of Regulation (EU)
2016/425 of the European Parliament and of the Council on personal protective equipment and
repealing Council Directive 89/686/EEC (as amended and retained in UK law). Where the conditions
are met, the obligations in Regulation 2016/425 will be treated as satisfied for the purposes of
the Personal Protective Equipment (Enforcement) Regulations 2018 and in respect of PPE for
healthcare workers and other frontline workers, the market surveillance authority will not require
the non-compliance to be brought to an end. This is solely in cases where the conformity assessment
procedure has not been completed and the conformity mark has not been affixed due to reliance on
regulation 2 or 3 of these Regulations.
No Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment has been prepared in relation to these Regulations
as no significant impact upon business, charities or voluntary bodies is foreseen.

5
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POLICY NOTE 

 

THE PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (TEMPORARY ARRANGEMENTS) 

(CORONAVIRUS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2021 

 

SSI 2021/50 

 

 

The above instrument is made in exercise of the powers conferred by paragraph 1(1) of 

schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020(“the 2020 Act”). The instrument is subject to made 

affirmative procedure by virtue of paragraph 6(3) of schedule 19 of the Act. 

 

Purpose of the instrument 

These Regulations are made in order to implement temporary regulatory arrangements to 

facilitate the production and supply of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) during the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  The Regulations are made for the purpose of increasing the 

availability of PPE and reducing the public health risks posed by the incidence and spread 

of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). 

 

These arrangements modify the effect of Regulation (EU) 2016/425 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council on personal protective equipment and repealing Council 

Directive 89/686/EEC (“the PPE Regulation”) (as it has been amended and retained in UK 

law) and the effect of offences under the Personal Protective Equipment (Enforcement) 

Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/390) (“the 2018 Regulations”).  

 

Temporary arrangements were adopted in March 2020 following European Commission 

Recommendation 2020/403. The Recommendation did not carry over in to domestic law in 

Great Britain on implementation period completion day (31 December 2020), so these 

Regulations are being made to continue with the easements for a temporary period. These 

Regulations therefore make specific provision for temporary arrangements, modifying the 

effect of the PPE Regulation (as it has been amended and retained in UK law) and the 

effect of offences under the 2018 Regulations.  
 

These temporary arrangements ease the regulatory requirements for conformity assessment 

for certain categories of PPE while maintaining process to ensure essential safety, for a 

limited time in order to increase the supply of essential Covid-19 related PPE on the UK 

market and for healthcare or specified health and care sector frontline workers. The 

easements are time limited, in that they require a Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 

assessment by specified dates.   

 

 

Legislative Background 

 

1. The 2020 Act received Royal Assent on 25 March 2020.  Section 49 and schedule 19 of the 

2020 Act provide the Scottish Ministers with regulation-making powers for the purpose of 
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preventing, protecting against, controlling or providing a public health response to the 

incidence or spread of infection or contamination of COVID-19 in Scotland.  

 

2. These Regulations are made under paragraph 1(1) of schedule 19 for the purpose of 

increasing the availability of PPE and reducing the public health risks posed by the incidence 

and spread of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2).  

 

Policy Objectives  

 

3.  The PPE Regulation sets out the essential requirements which must be met before PPE can 

be placed on the UK market. Under Article 19 of the PPE Regulation, all PPE within scope 

must undergo a conformity assessment procedure and be affixed with a ‘CE mark’. The 2018 

Regulations provide a system for the enforcement of the PPE Regulation.  

 

4. On 13 March 2020 the PPE regulatory requirements were eased throughout the UK in line 

with Commission Recommendation 2020/403. Under this easement PPE necessary for 

protection against Covid-19 was not required to undergo the conformity assessment process 

or be CE marked. PPE was still required to adhere to the relevant requirements and meet the 

approval of the HSE. 
 

5. Commission Recommendation 2020/403 did not carry over in to domestic law in Great 

Britain as of 1 January 2021 as a consequence of the UK withdrawal from the European 

Union. In response, England and Wales have enacted regulations within their respective 

territories to allow the temporary continuation of the PPE regulatory easement. These 

Regulations are the equivalent regulations for Scotland.      
 

6. These Regulations will allow easement arrangements to facilitate the supply of PPE in 

Scotland during the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. It will also remove any potential barriers to 

Scotland’s PPE supply by harmonising Scotland’s regulatory approach with the rest of the 

UK. These Regulations concern only PPE products which are necessary for protection against 

Covid-19 and make provision for temporary arrangements. 

 

7. Regulation 2 provides that PPE that would usually require a conformity assessment by a 

conformity assessment body can be placed on the market without having completed this 

process. However, the conformity assessment procedure must have been initiated with the 

HSE and the HSE must have certified that the PPE is compliant with the relevant parts of the 

essential health and safety requirements set out in the PPE Regulation.  The HSE will 

perform this assessment process until 31 March 2021.  

 

8. Regulation 3 provides that PPE that would usually require a conformity assessment by a 

conformity assessment body can instead be provided to frontline health and care sector 

workers without having completed this process. However, the PPE must have been purchased 

by, or on behalf of, the NHS in Scotland for use by healthcare or specified frontline health 

and care sector workers, and the HSE must have certified that the PPE is compliant with the 

relevant parts of the essential health and safety requirements set out in the PPE Regulation. 

The HSE will perform this assessment process until 31 June 2021. 

 

9. Regulation 4 provides that where a supplier has relied on one of the arrangements  to 

supply PPE without completing the conformity assessment process, they will not be guilty of 

an offence. Regulation 4 also provides that where any PPE has been assessed under the 
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regulatory arrangements which were in place under Commission Recommendation 2020/403 

up to 31 December 2020, nothing in these Regulations affects the validity of any HSE 

assessment in respect of that PPE.  

 

Consultation  

 

10. A formal public consultation has not been undertaken as these Regulations  are limited to 

allowing the continuation of the regulatory status-quo for a temporary period in order to 

facilitate the supply of PPE while the Covid-19 pandemic continues and given the need for an 

urgent response to ensure the continued supply of Covid-19 related PPE. 

 

Impact Assessments 

 

11. No impact assessment has been produced for these Regulations as no significant impact 

upon business, charities or voluntary bodies is foreseen.  These Regulations allow for the 

continuation of the regulatory status-quo for a temporary period in order to facilitate the 

supply of PPE while the Covid-19 pandemic continues and given the need for an urgent 

response to ensure the continued supply of Covid-19 related PPE. 
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COVID-19 Committee 
 

Thursday 18 February 2021 
 

Weekly SPICe COVID Update  
 

Introduction 
This note provides links to a selection of sites with the latest available data, charts and 
interactive maps on COVID-19 in Scotland, plus wider health and wider social and 
economic indicators. 

Updates 
• Scottish Government  - latest protection levels; daily data for Scotland and 

latest reviews and evidence (including recent reports on “the state of the 
epidemic”).                        

• Vaccinations data – published on the Public health Scotland COVID-19 
statistical report from 23 December onwards. 

Data and Dashboards 
• SPICe – blogs on local protection levels, cases at a local level and latest 

available data on testing, deaths, hospital admissions, and NHS absences, and 
blog on protection (NB please open using google chrome). 

• Public Health Scotland - Daily dashboard (includes daily update, cases by 
neighbourhood, trends and demographics, and data table). 

• Public Health Scotland - Wider health impacts dashboard - includes analysis 
of summary trends (e.g. hospital admissions, ambulance figures, excess 
deaths), cardiovascular statistics, child health, mental health and pregnancy.  

• Scottish Government four harms interactive dashboard – provides data and 
visuals on a range of indicators relating to the four harms: direct impact of 
COVID-19, other health effects, economic effects and social impacts.  

• Improvement Service -  Dashboard on economic impacts  in Scotland. 
• Transport Scotland - Information on transport trends and public attitudes 

towards transport for the pandemic period.   

Further Background 
• SPICe blogs – links to key sources and timeline.   
• Scottish Government equality evidence finder.  
• Public Health Scotland – Open Data includes analysis by age, sex, are and 

deprivation.  And  Weekly report (NB: published Wednesdays). 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels-reviews-and-evidence/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/11/02/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2021/01/19/coronavirus-covid-19-which-neighbourhoods-have-the-most-cases/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/11/06/coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland-latest-data/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/11/06/coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland-latest-data/
https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/our-areas-of-work/covid-19/
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/
https://data.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/is-covid-economic-impact
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publications/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/11/06/coronavirus-covid-19-constituency-support-updated-19-march-2020/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/11/06/timeline-of-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland/
http://www.equalityevidence.scot/
https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/covid-19-in-scotland
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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• Scottish Government (as at 28 October) – Allocations of Levels to local 
authorities from Monday 2 November (including modelling paper/slide pack). 

• SPICe blog - Coronavirus (COVID-19): Vaccinations in Scotland – latest data 
provide breakdowns of who has been vaccinated by age, sex, health board and 
eligibility criteria.  

 

Summary of Indicators 

Due to the decision to move to lockdown there is no weekly protection level document 
published. We have provided analysis of the number of cases by 100,000 of the 
population and test positivity by local authority. The data in the following charts are 
based on the methodology used by Public Health Scotland in their daily dashboard. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-authorities/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2021/01/25/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccinations-in-scotland-latest-data/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview


CVD/S5/21/6/4 
 

 

Simon Wakefield and Andrew Aiton, SPICe; (16 February 2021) 
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